Bulwell EAZ Student Forum Meeting Nov 2010
Report by Emma Shaw – Neighbourhood Action officer for Bulwell Ward.

Emma has attended several meetings enabling her to build up a good relationship with the students who represent all eight school in Bulwell EAZ and range in age from 5 to 16.

At a previous Student Forum meeting the students had been asked to discuss and agree in groups what they thought were the most important issues affecting their neighbourhood. The 3 main issues raised were:
· Graffiti 

· Bulwell Town Centre
· Dog fouling 

· Speeding  

The issue of graffiti was raised by the students directly after this first meeting and a successful project was undertaken in July in the Bulwell Academy.
Students were now asked to look at the remaining issues again in more detail and to decide what action might be taken to deal with them. There was a brief conversation about how most organisations have little money at the moment so they should consider the costs of all their ideas. They were also asked to think about what organisations and departments might carry out the work and Councillors Ginny Klein and John Hartshorne worked with the students to answer questions and help them with their ideas
The students were split into 3 groups and below are some of the ideas, suggestions and questions that arose from the session.  
It was agreed that Emma Shaw, Neighbourhood Action Officer will come back with Councillors to speak to the students in the future to feedback .
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Councillor Hartshorne working with
Bulwell EAZ Forum students
Group 1
 Year 1- 4 

(5-9 years olds)
Speeding on our streets 
Suggestions for consideration

· Traffic lights on smaller side streets (after a discussion with Councillors it was agreed that this was probably too expensive and the group should think about other cheaper ways to solve the problem)

· More chicanes to slow traffic down 
· Better public transport (Get more cars off the road)

· More lollipop people 

· Make your own traffic lights 

· Traffic controllers in busy times 

· More Billy & Belinda’s (The children shaped bollards near some schools)

· More signs asking people to slow down
All comments and ideas will be passed on to Nottingham City Councils Highways, Safer Routes to School Team and Community Protection Team (responsible for the lollipop people)
Outcomes

· Local Officers are looking into an initiative that has been run elsewhere in the country that trains local volunteers in how to use a speed gun. This enables local groups to monitor speeding in their neighbourhoods. Cars found speeding are then reported to the police who respond by sending a warning letter to the driver. The police and City Council are looking into the staffing and insurance implications of the project before deciding whether it’s possible.

· The Community Protection team is responsible for managing the lollipop people and are always looking for new recruits. It is a post they struggle to fill. Neighbourhood Management have been helping to advertise vacant positions at meetings and community events.

· There are currently insufficient funds to pay for more Billy & Belinda’s (The children shaped bollards)

· There are very strict rules regarding road signage such as where signs are placed and how many there should be. This is to ensure that drivers are not confused or distracted by them. The Neighbourhood Action Officer has agreed to ask Traffic Management to inspect areas where speeding has been reported to ensure that the signage meets these rules

Group 2
Yr 5- 6

(9 – 11year olds)
Dog fouling – how can we encourage more people to clean up after their dogs

Suggestions for consideration
· Warning letters on specific streets and to individuals
· More Wardens and cleaners on the street 
· Free Poo bags from the City Council 
· Bag dispensers on bins so it’s easy
· Bins on lampposts 

· Get dog food makers to send out message to dog owners and give out promotional free bags

· CCTV – use it to catch people 
· Where does the money get spent that is brought in by fines – is it used to reduce dog fouling?

· All comments and questions will be passed on to Nottingham City Council departments including City Services and Community Protection
Outcomes

· Warning letters are being delivered in targeted areas to inform people that action is being taken in their area

· Regular dog fouling operations are taking place throughout the year in ‘grot spot’ areas
· The Community Protection Officers (CPO’s) are now working more closely with the CCTV operators to catch irresponsible dog owners 

· Monies from litter and dog fouling fixed penalty notices (fines) go back into the City Services department. This is the department responsible for cleaning your streets, emptying street bins and keeping open spaces and play areas clean
· The Student Forum is to write a letter to dog food companies asking for them to use packaging to encourage dog owners to be responsible and clean up after their animals
· The City Council currently do not have the funds available to provide free dog bags
Group 3 
Yr 7- 8
(11 – 13 year olds)
Bulwell Town Centre – How can the Town Centre be improved?

Suggestions for consideration

Shopping 

· Better and more shops

· Suggestions included a craft shop, sports shop, electronic shop, toy shop; games store Primark and a restaurant 

· Friendlier shop keepers 

Leisure & entertainment 

· A Family Spa with reasonable prices (relaxation for stressed people) A restaurant 

· Small children’s rides in the Town Centre 

· Activities in the market place to attract people to the Town to help support small stores 

Environment   

· Look after the planters better in the Town Centre and get more colour and flowers

· Better lighting so the Town centre looks bright and happy

· Tree lined route from Tesco’s to Town Centre 

· Use empty shops for activities and/or workshops

· Improve the fronts of shops – Signs could be more attractive and empty shop shutters dressed up.

· Matching the facades so that the town centre looks cared for 

· Big colourful signs that point to the Market & Town Centre from Tesco’s and the Bogs 

· A shopping trail that stands out and helps link people to and from the area – this could be coloured foot prints on the floor that take you on a safe route to and from the Bogs, to the bus station, to Tesco’s and the Joint Service Centre, linking everything together. You could use different colours for different trails

Promotion

· A leaflet to be issued to all customers using Tesco advertising the shops in the Town Centre, the market and Bulwell Bogs

All comments with be passed on to Nottingham City Council departments including Planning, City Services, street lighting and economic development 

Outcomes

· Nottingham City Council are always keen to hear from any new business looking to come to Bulwell and are offering short and long term leases

· There are a number of events planned for the market place over the coming year including a jobs fair, and health & wellbeing event.

·  The Town Centre does have small children’s rides on some market days

· City Services have offered to work with the school in the spring of 2011 to support them apply for ‘Neighbourhoods in Bloom’ funding to replant the brick planters on Main street 

· The City Council is looking to identify funds to re-instate the market trader’s lights to improve evening trade and make the Town Centre look more attractive. 

·  Local Councillors and Neighbourhood Management plan to develop a Town Centre Forum in early 2011. This will give traders and businesses the opportunity to raise issues and suggest how the area could be improved for the future 

· The idea of a coloured shopping trail has been raised with Tesco community worker and Nottingham City Council Planning department and asked to be considered as a possible project for the future

· The idea of a leaflet with containing information about shops and activities in the local area to be given to Tesco customers was passed on to a Tesco Community worker and asked to be considered 
Bulwell EAZ Student Forum report – November 10

Page | 1 


