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Bulwell homework centre opened in December 2008, and during its first year had a slow but steady rise in attendance which averaged out at 4 students per session.

I have done promotions and mail shots to many Bulwell schools, I attend the Extended Schools steering group meetings every alternate month, and I have promoted the homework centre at Bulwell girls club on Crabtree Farm estate.
In our second full year we have had over 500 attendances, with an average of just under 14 students per session, and so far this academic year September – December we have had almost 160 attendances averaging at just over 14 students per session.

We now have a register of over 70 students who have used the centre and since the start of term in September, 11 new students have used the centre.
I have one very regular volunteer helper who is currently training to be a school classroom assistant. The help she brings is invaluable, and her attendance allows us to give more one to one support, especially to some of the younger students.

Two particular cases I would like to highlight follow:

1. A Sri Lankan brother and sister who recently moved to England from Germany. The sister is the eldest, and her spoken English is very good, but her understanding of written English less so. Her brother’s spoken and written English are both much less than his sisters. Since first coming to the homework centre, by using his sister to translate between us, we have seen the boys confidence grow tremendously, by enabling him to complete the homework he was set by his school. He was initially very reluctant to take part, but through our help and encouragement, he now knows he can always rely on us to help him complete the work he has from school which used to concern him greatly.
2. Twin boys who had moved to Bulwell from another area of the city. The library staff were concerned these boys spent a lot of time in the library using public computers, and rarely seemed to attend school. I suggested they started using the homework centre to both free up the public computers, but also to see if they ever had any homework from school. After a few sessions of breaking the ice, I discovered although they had moved house they planned to still attend their previous school, and after many discussions they started to appear with work from this school. They were amazed to find they could have my help to complete this work, and even more amazed they could print it out for free!
Although there is still more work to do with these boys I think I have started to built a trusting relationship and although they still spend quite some time in the library, whenever they need to do any work they will come and seek my help, and at least when they are in the library they are safe and causing no problems.
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